164       CONCLUSION  OF OUR WORK

were very kindly assisted by some of the remaining members of
the French crew; they worked for us at a rate of pay refused
by the natives.   The packing-up of specimens alone was no light
business.   There had turned out to be much more work to be
done on the island than we had anticipated, and though our
residence had been prolonged far beyond the time originally
contemplated, we had, from the scientific point of view, been
largely single-handed and had also been hindered by circum-
stances.   So far as research was concerned we would gladly
have remained for another six months, to write up results
and make good omissions ; but England was at war, the three
years our crew had signed-on for would shortly expire; our
wonderful time was over, and we must go.